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Washington, D.C.

March 4, 1982

NATIONAL

AGRICULTURE DAY.

Because we have the most highly developed, technologically

efficient agricultural system on this planet, nations allover the world have come to
rely on the United States for food and fiber.

Our farm sector not only feeds ahd

clothes Amer±cans, but millions of others on earth and we're justifiably proud.
American grocery shelves and clothing racks are jammed with proof of the
strength of our system.

Consumers here almost effortlessly purchase meat, milk,

produce and other commodities while their counterparts behind the Iron Curtain and
in other places must stand in lines for theae products, sometimes for hours.

Else-

where on earth, because of famine, food is almost non-existent.
As Chairman of the House Committee on Agriculture I recently introduced a
resolution along with Ranking Minority Member Rep. William Wampler proclaiming
March 18 as National AgriCUlture Day.

In offering this resolution we are calling

upon all Americans to contemplate the importance of the agriculture industry in
their daily lives.
National Agriculture Day is coordinated by the Agriculture Day Foundation, a
private non-profit educational organization with staff from the Agriculture Council
of the American Education Foundation.

State and local activities in.some areas will

last until March 24.
Americans have a stake in the continued well-being of our agricultural sector,
and National Agriculture Day is the least we can do to thank all who work in agriculture for work well done.

*
A TWO-WAY STREET.

*

*

While American agricultural production is the world's greatest,

that does not mean that our farmers do not have their share of problems.

One such

problem is intense and sometimes unfair trade competition.
For years the European Economic Community (EEC) has supported export subsidies
that interfere with U.S. trade and saddle the agriculture sector with low farm
prices.

Grain, sugar, poultry and dairy products are among products the EEC

subsidizes for export.

Of primary concern to South Texas, however, is citrus.

Since 1976, the citrus industry has been trying to end preferential tariffs accorded
by the EEC to Mediterranean citrus producers.
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Earlier this month I was at a luncheon attended by EEC Agriculture Commissioner
Poul Dalsager and other EEC officials, Secretary of Agriculture John Block, Special
Trade Representative William Brock and Sen. Jesse Helms, Chairman of the Senate
Agriculture Committee.
At the luncheon I told the Europeans that trade is a two,-way street, and that
we would have to consider protectionist measures if we are unable to secure fair
agreements on international trade policy through negotiation.
Unfair trade practices have caught the Administration's eye lately and we hope
there can be a satisfactory resolution of this problem.

*
HISPANIC CAUCUS FELLOWSHIPS.

*

*

Hispanic graduate students who are working on degrees

in the area of public policy or policy related fields may compete,for one of four
fellowships being offered by the Congressional Hi.panic Caucus, of which I'am a
member.
Caucus fellowships are for a period from August 15 through December 15, 1982.
Fellows receive a stipend of $3,000 and transportation to and from Washington, D.C.
They are placed with a congressional committee and will attend regular seminars

de~

signed to introduce them to the federal level of government.
Applications should be made according to the following format: a brief resume;
three letters of reCOmmendation from a faculty member, community leader, and a former
or current employer --- one each, three in total; a scholastic transcript; an essay
of no more than five pages stating career goals and how the program would relate to
these goals; and a letter from the department

chai~

,

approving the fellowship for

independent,$tudy credit.
Application deadline is May 1.

For more information, contact Eilleen Paris,

COngressional Hispanic Caucus, H2-557, Washington, D.C. 20515.

*

*

*

NATIONAL FOLK DANCE. Aficionados of square dan~g in the 15th District, and I
know there are plenty of them, will be glad to know that I have cosponsored a
resolution making the square dance the National Folk Dance of the United States. I
would also like to draw attention to the fact that this is National physical
Education and Sport Week. Team Sports and individual sports such as jogging, like
square dancing, are part of the American culture and it is only fit that we salute
keeping fit, and I'm trying, I may not look it, but I am trying.

*

*

*

~ISITORS

FROH HOi-IE this week were: Rudy Zamora and Lucas Hinojosa of Edinburg;
Dale DeBerry and Bob Ch~dler of McAllen; Ernesto Gonzales and Judge Gilbert
Uresti of Duval County; Arnoldo Cantu of Mission; and Juan Segovia and Armando
Sloss of San Juan. Presidential Classroom visitors were Jeff Chaney and Laura
Mitschelin of Mission and Kelly Jaques of McAllen.

*

*
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